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ABSTRACTS1 

 

The committees of the parliamentary assemblies in Catalan-Aragonese Sardinia in the XVth 

century. A first assessment  

Ester Martí Sentañes 

 

In spite of the migrate sources on the parliamentary sessions in medieval Sardinia, it is 

fundamental to study the various Parliaments that were called in this kingdom at the end of 

the Late Middle Ages and at the start of the Modern period, in order to analyze which kind of 

committees acted in it. The study of these committees (which received many denominations) 

provides us with a privileged viewpoint on the development of parliamentary sessions, since in 

many cases they are key to understand the decisions taken by each Estate and the Parliament 

in general. We will specifically focus on the powers, origin and composition of the committees 

of the Parliament of 1421, the Second Estate (nobility) meetings of 1446-1447 and 1452, the 

Parliament of 1481-1485, and the Parliaments of 1495, 1497, 1500, 1504-1511. Particularly, we 

will center our attention on the Third Estate, since this estate was always the most linked with 

the city, and because it appears that their members held separate councils in parallel to the 

parliamentary sessions, in order to elect, control and offer assistance to the city attorneys to 

the parliament. 

 

 

The “Comissió del Redreç del General”, 1705 – 1706 

Eva Serra i Puig  

 

First, this lecture intends to offer an overview of the Comissió del Redreç de la Diputació del 

General during the Corts [Parliaments] called in the Modern period, focusing specifically on the 

examples of 1547, 1585, 1626 and 1702. Afterwards, we will examine the role of the Comissió 

del Redreç in 1705-1706, which was the last time the Cort General could convene. We intend 

to focus not only on the composition of this committee, but also the many problems it had to 
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face: accumulation of donatives, public budget deficit, and general debt. This should bring us 

to analyze the mechanisms that were proposed from the committee to the Cort General to end 

the deficit, and afterwards, to pose the question on the fate of this institutional debt (and its 

creditors) once the Parliament was dissolved militarily. How could creditors require their 

money back from an institution that no longer existed? We will follow an example for 

hindsight. 

 

 

 

The “novenes” [committees of nine] of the “Diputació de Catalunya” in the second half of 

the XVIIth century 

Eduard Martí Fraga 

 

In 1657, King Philip IV ordered that any complains for the troop accommodations should be 

raised to the viceroy, and not be addressed through the assembling of a Committee of Thirty-

six, as the Catalan deputies had done. It is at least curious that in such time, when apparently 

the Catalan institutions were under strict control of the monarch, they still preserved sufficient 

strength to oppose the king’s will: the next year, they called one divuitena [committee of 

eighteen] to solve a dispute with the commissar of the Apostolic Camera, and the following 

year they called one novena to discuss the loss of the Roussillon. ¿How can we explain this 

attitude?  

The present lecture on the committees of the Diputació (committees of nine, of eighteen, of 

thirty-six) will show that –quite oppositely to common belief– this institution enjoyed a 

considerable freedom of action. The committees, designated directly by the deputies and 

avoiding the filters created by the king (such as the system of the ballot), allowed for active 

and direct participation of the Catalan political class in the process of decision-making, plus 

they contributed to the autonomy, representation and moral authority of the Diputació, 

because decisions issued by such committees were not the result of the debate among six 

individuals elected by means of a raffle, but instead they reflected the will of 15, 27 or 35 

individuals who had debated, who had listened to experts and who eventually had agreed on 

the option they had seen most fit for each occasion.  
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The Committee of Estates of the Scottish Parliament, 1640-1651: an exercise in provisional 

government. 

Dr John R. Young 

 

This lecture will analyse the Committee of Estates of the Scottish Parliament during the period 

1640-1651, when the Scottish Parliament was arguably at its most powerful stage in its history. 

The period 1637-1651 in Scottish history is known as the ‘Wars of the Covenant’ and/or ‘The 

Covenanting revolution’. The Covenanting movement, as a national movement of opposition, 

sought the redress of constitutional grievances from King Charles I. By the 1639 Treaty of 

Berwick it got the right to hold a ‘free’ parliament (not subject to royal intimidation) in 

Scotland. It met in Edinburgh in August 1639, but had to be prorogued by the King’s Royal 

Commissioner, because it was dominated by the Covenanters who were intent on 

implementing their constitutional reform programme.  

In an act of supreme political defiance, the Scottish Parliament convened without royal 

consent in June 1640 and thereafter proceeded to enact a constitutional settlement in 1640-41 

that enhanced the powers of the Scottish parliament at the expense of the royal prerogative of 

Charles I, who was forced to agree to this settlement in 1641. Without doubt, the 1640-1 

constitutional settlement was the most powerful of its kind in Scotland’s history and it 

provided a precedent for later constitutional settlements and reform programmes in 1689-90 

and 1703-4. Among the changes made by the extraordinary 1640 parliamentary session was 

the implementation of a new committee system, which entailed the establishment of a wide 

range of financial, diplomatic, economic, social, political and constitutional committees. The 

most important among them was the Committee of Estates, which was intended to be a 

temporary expedient by the Covenanters as they prepared for the Second Bishops’ War of 

1640 against Charles I, but it became a permanent feature of Scottish parliamentary life and 

the administration of Scotland under the Covenanters.  

The Committee of Estates was an interval committee that reported back to the following 

parliamentary session or new parliament. Its membership was elected by each of the three 

estates, but unlike session committees it was not restricted to parliamentary members; hence 

it was empowered to bring on board other members from the movement and those with 

specialist skills or expertise. It also came to act as a coordinating link between the ‘centre’ in 

Edinburgh and the Scottish localities; it became engaged in European diplomacy and, as the 

1640s progressed, it was the focal point for factional struggles. In this lecture we will follow 

the Committee of Estates as an actor in Scottish parliamentary and constitutional history from 

its origin to the 1680s. 
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The commissions of the national institutions of the modern constitutional Catalonia: 

initiative and representation 

Miquel Pérez Latre 

 

Even though sometimes they are hard to find on our sources, commissions and committees 

made a great impact on the political dynamics of Catalonia throughout the Modern period. It 

was a two-fold impact, which embodied initiative and representation, since they acted as a 

device for those enterprises that institutions needed to channel through representative paths. 

On the one hand, commissions played a fundamental role in the Cort General (Parliament) and 

its permanent delegation, the Diputació del General. The Cort General, structured in estates 

and called by the King, saw the consolidation of a handful of working committees which 

prepared the proposals for the general agreements before being presented to the Three 

Estates and being brought to negotiation in front of the monarch. It was in the commission 

where the regulations on the functioning of the Diputació del General were approved; and it 

was also in the commission where the public balance was studied. Complains and demands 

where presented to the commission, which assessed them after the session of the parliament 

was closed. 

The Cort General was, by decision of the Spanish rulers, more and more absent from the 

political scenario, and instead its permanent delegation was in charge of watching over the 

every-day taxation and of defending the juridical order. And again commissions played a 

fundamental role. The Juntes de Braços (Estates’ Boards), called by the deputies themselves 

through the XVIth and XVIIth centuries assembled hundreds of members of the ruling class, 

and from them sprang hundreds of irregular commissions (usually called divuitenes) 

responsible for the follow-up of the main government affairs.  

On the other hand, and beyond the Cort General and the Diputació del General, the 

commissions played also a fundamental role in the two great moments of exercise of political 

sovereignty: the Catalan Revolt of 1640-1659 (called the Reapers’ War) and War of Spanish 

Succession (1700-1714). From the great Junta de Braços of 1640 sprang the commissions in 

charge of the republican government during the first several months of open conflict with the 

Spanish Monarchy. And it was a new commission, the Conferència dels Tres Comuns, which 

articulated the common position of the Catalan institutions in favor of the Archduke and in 

favor of the survival of the Catalan institutional structure, thus proving that even the most 

exceptional commissions could also have an everlasting impact. 
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The Committees of the Consell de Cent of Barcelona. The example of the Secret Commission 

of 1640 

Núria Florensa Soler 

  

In this lecture we will explore the mechanisms of creation, organization and functioning of the 

commissions of the government of the city of Barcelona. We will start by introducing this 

government, the Consell de Cent, which enjoyed and displayed a power much larger and 

stronger from the usual city councils. Afterwards, we will take two of the many commissions 

that sprang from this City Council as examples. The first one is the Commission of the Ballot, 

which was fundamental to understand the functioning of the political system of the city. The 

second one is less well known. It is the so-called Secret Commission of 1640, which will be 

useful to prove the evident will of the councilors and the deputies to create a military corps in 

the war of secession of the Monarchy, which evolution would be the core of the formation of 

the Catalan army against the Spanish troops. Finally, we will reflect upon the importance, the 

functioning, the election, and the permanence of the studied commissions. 

 

 

 

The Boards: Representative institutions in Naples during the Austrian viceroyalty  

Neus Ballbé 

 

From the point of view of the political and institutional functioning, Naples represents a very 

different case to the other ones that will be studied during this Meeting. Being a territory 

which (distant) ruler is ever-changing, its political institutions are bound to evolve and 

disappear with the constant changes in the government. This lecture will focus on the political 

particularities of Naples as influenced by two factors: the above-mentioned succession of 

governments and the survival of a feudal system which will be valid until the initial years of the 

XIXth century and which has a strong impact on a political, social, economic and jurisdictional 

level. 

The lecturer intends to analyze a mechanism which is completely extra parliamentary: the 

Neapolitan boards, representative institutions that are not so because of being established by 

decision of a Parliament, but (quite oppositely) because of them being representative of the 

strengthening of the royal absolutism or, during the Austrian viceroyalty, of the will to build 

the structures needed for a better functioning of the State. In any case, from the 

establishment of the Spanish viceroyalty to the unification of Italy –that means, during more 
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than 300 years- the Neapolitan boards are in charge of those functions than in other places of 

Europe fall into the responsibility of the parliamentary commissions. 

 

 

 

Below the top of the iceberg: committees, commissions and commissars of the 

parliamentary assemblies under the French Revolution (1789-1795) 

Maria Betlem Castellà i Pujols 

 

The lecturer intends to present the first results of her work on the census of all the 

committees, commissions and commissaries that assembled under the different parliamentary 

Assemblies from 1789 to 1795. This research strives to prove that parliamentary assemblies 

are not isolated, but that instead they often share their competences and missions with 

external organizations and individuals who do not represent the national sovereignty –or more 

plainly, who do not have any deputy act. 

The tentacles of the parliamentary assemblies can spread beyond the executive power. In fact, 

their contours are not easy to draw – similar to the contours of committees and commissions 

that these same assemblies call in order to speed up their work. At least a part of the 

established commissions, committees and commissars are defined by the network of contacts 

they maintain with other institutions, be they legislative or not. 

In this lecture, we will show one of the networks of contacts we have been able to draw based 

on our census, that of the Committee of Finances between 1789 and 1795, and will try to 

prove how the elaboration of such a census can bring to the surface new elements of analysis 

for some of the most notable and controversial events of the revolutionary period.  

 

 

 

The Diplomatic Committee or the failure of the parliamentary control on foreign politics 

(1790-1793) 

Virginie Martin 

 

The Diplomatic Committee has been usually considered the maker of French foreign politics 

during the Revolution. According to most, this Committee would have captured the 

competences that constitutionally belonged to the Executive. But this account has been 

written by using only one source, the parliamentary debate. In this way, the Committee would 
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have betrayed its original vocation: instead of an instrument of peace, at the service of the 

dialogue between the two powers (Legislative and Executive), it would have turned into a war 

machine at the same time that it contributed to the institutional unbalance.  

But a study of the archives of this Committee allows us to propose a new role for this 

institution. The Diplomatic Committee could never impose itself as the maker of the foreign 

politics, since it was the deputies themselves that always intended to turn it into a control 

device of the executive power, which in the field of Foreign Affairs had almost absolute 

autonomy. The Assembly would have used the Dipomatic Committee to put a restrain on such 

a great autonomy, but it did not succeed at it neither between 1790 and 1792, nor between 

1792 and 1793. At the same time, the failure of the parliamentary control on the foreign 

politics leaded by the Executive actually explains the diplomatic ambiguities both under the 

constitutional monarchy and the republic.  

In this lecture, we will try to explain this failure, asking ourselves about the reasons of the 

institutional conflicts that constantly affected the field of Foreign Affairs during the Revolution. 

 

 

 

The reform of the regulations of 1918. The creation of the permanent legislative 

commissions 

María Victoria Fernández Mera 

 

In May 1918 the Spanish Senate approved the new regulations that updated those of 1871, 

and affected mainly the legislative procedures. With the creation of the permanent legislative 

commissions and the introduction of a set of mechanisms against obstructionist practices in 

debate regulation, the reform intended to improve and speed up the parliamentary activity 

and strengthen the role of the Executive in front of the Legislative. 

We will examine how the reform of the regulations of 1918 introduces the permanent 

legislative commissions, which were classified by ministerial departments; we will see how 

they evolved, from the first particulars to the really legislative ones; and we will explore if 

these commissions really served the purpose with which they were created, which was to 

become the necessary tool to develop the legislative function of the Parliament, which until 

then had been in hands of temporary and special organisms.  
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The commissions of the Castilian cabildos and the questions on decision-making, 

representation, and political legitimacy in the Modern period 

José Manuel de Bernardo Ares 

 

The three aspects I will examine during my lecture will be, first, the importance of the 

commissions called by the Castilian cabildos. Such commissions were called diputaciones and 

were divided in diputaciones de propios, del mes, and diputaciones de arbitrios, all of which 

were concerned with matters of the most pressing nature. Second, because these 

commissions were composed of specific individuals, we will need to take into account the 

relationship between the institutional field of the councils and the local communities –focusing 

on the nature of decision-making and of representation, and assessing the degree of legitimacy 

of the municipal power, depending on whether such institutions actually served to meet the 

needs of the community or only attend to their own interests. Finally, I intend to offer an 

assessment of the most relevant literature published in the recent years. 

 

 

 

The political sense of Commissions, Deputies and Boards in the latest period of Absolutism 

Lluís Roura Aulinas 

 

In the round table, I would like to put forward the idea that, from my point of view, such 

devices of delegation and representation like Commissions, Deputies and Boards had an 

intrinsic political dimension to them in the framework of an absolutist system. In this sense, I 

will strive to prove the high interest of some of the most important devices of delegation 

during the XVIIIth and XIXth centuries in Catalonia and Spain. Their history had given these 

institutions a specific shape and sense, but in the XVIIIth century it was specifically their own 

denominations (junta, diputació) which added a semantically-driven political sense to them. 

This semantic shade came mainly from the implementation of the Bourbonic Absolutism, 

which from one side embodied the persistent will of the Crown to punish, and from the other 

side could implicitly refer to resistant and restorationist connotations linked with the 

defendants of the Austrian heir to the Spanish throne. 


